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Kazi alanindan goriinim /Viev the excavation area
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ilis ili, Merkez ilge,Oylum Mahallesi'nde
K(eski Oylum Koyt) bulunan Oylum
Hoyuk, Kilis — Gaziantep karayolunun
hemen glineyinde yer almaktadir Hyik, 460
m. uzunlugunda ve 370 m. genisligindedir.
Biri 22 m., digeri 37 m. yuksekliginde, bir
boyunla birbirine baglanan iki ylkseltiden
olusmaktadir: Boyutlan itibariyle sadece Kilis
Ovas’'nin degil, ayni zamanda Giineydogu
Anadolu Bdlgesi'nin en buylk hoylklerinden
biridir
Oylum Hoylk, ytiksek Anadolu platosunun
bittigi ve Suriye've dogru uzanan dizliklerin
basladigi verimli topraklar Uzerinde, Kilis
Ovasr'na hakim bir konumdadir Bu bolge,
Giiney Mezopotamyadan Filistin'e  kadar
uzanan “Mimbit Hilal”in (Bereketli Hilal)
kuzeybatr ucundadir Dogu-bati, kuzey-giiney
yéniinde uzanan yollar Gzerinde bulunmasi
nedeniyle cesitli donemler boyunca stratejik
bir neme sahip olmustur.
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Kazilar, hdylgln, ovadaki alcak bir yikselti
tzerine konumlandigini géstermistir HoyUgun
bati etekleri boyunca akan ve Kilis Ovasi'ndan
dogan Akpinar nehri yerlesmeye hayat
vermistin HOyUgln bati eteklerinde tespit
edilen, su taskinlarina karsgi 5500 yil 6nce
insa edilmis olan bent, glinimizde su debisi
dismUs olan Akpinarin ge¢miste oldukga glir
akan bir nehir olduguna isaret etmektedir.
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in the central county of the province of Kilis, to the south

of the Kilis-Gaziantep highway. The mound is 460 meters
long and 370 meters wide. It consists of two mounds, one
22 and the other 37 meters high, connected by a neck. Its
dimensions make the Oylum Hoylk one of the biggest mound
not only on the Plain of Kilis, but also in south-eastern Turkey.

The Oylum Haytk is situated in the old village of Oylum,

The Oylum Hoyik is situated on the fertile land at the point
where the high Anatolian plateau gives way to the Syrian
plains that extend southwards, overlooking the Plain of Kilis.
This region constitutes the northwestern end of the “Fertile
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Crescent”, a half-moon shaped area stretching from South
Mesopotamia to Palestine. Due to its situation at the junction
of east-west and north-south roads, the mound has been a
strategically significant settlement during various periods.

Excavations have revealed that the Oylum HoyUk is situated
on a relatively low elevation on the plain. The Akpinar River
that gave life to the settlement is born on the Plain of Kilis and
flows along the western skirts of the mound. The existence of
a wall built as a flood barrier about 5500 years ago indicates
that the stream, which has a low flow rate today, was probably
a river with much greater volume back then.




Oylum Héyik

Hoyuk olusumu / Consisting of a mound

Hoyiik Nedir?

Hoyukler, kurulan ve yikilan yerlesim katmanlarinin binlerce
yil boyunca Ust Uste birikmesiyle olusan tepelerdir Hoytkler,
yerlesmelere uygun yerlerde ver alir. Bir yerlesmenin kurulmas
icin en temel gereksinim sudur. Héydklerin genellikle dere ve
nehir gibi su yataklari Uzerine kurulmasinin temel nedeni budur.
Buna ek olarak, insan topluluklannin yasamlarini stirdGrmelerini
saglayan, basta tarm ve hayvancilik gibi temel gereksinimlere
cevap verecek cevre sartlar da énemlidir.

Gecmis doénemlerde genellikle kerpi¢ kullanilarak insa
edilmis olan yapilar, binlerce villik siirecte, savas, deprem, yangin
gibi insan ya da dogaya bagli nedenlerle yikilmistin Ancak
hoyuklerin bulundugu alanlar yerlesime uygun olma niteliklerini
koruduklari iin, eski yikintilarin olusturdugu yikseltiler tzerine
yeni yerlesmeler kurulmus ve bu durum surekli olarak
tekrarlanmistin - Arkeolojik kazilarda, ge¢mis ddnemlere ait
yerlesim kalintilan katmanlar halinde tespit edilmektedir. En eski
yerlesime ait kalintilar en alttaki katmanlarda yer alirken, en yeni
kalintilar en Ust katmanlardadir. Kazilarda derinlestikce daha eski
dénem yerlesmelerine ulasiimasinin nedeni budur.



What is a mound?

Mounds are hills
formed by the remains
of settlements  built
and ruined by different
civilizations, accumulated
layer above layer over
thousands  of  vyears.
Mounds are located in
places which are suitable
for  settlement. The
essential  requirement
for a settlement to be
founded is water This is the main reason why mounds are
found on stream beds, brooks and rivers, etc. In addition,
there are other important environmental conditions which
enable human populations to survive and meet their basic
requirements such as agriculture and livestock breeding.

Ancient structures mostly built with mud-bricks have been
ruined over thousands of years due to human or natural
causes, mainly wars, earthquakes or fires. However, as the areas
where they were built continued to be suitable and preferable,
new settlements were founded on the elevations formed by
the ruins of the old, and this has been repeated continually.
Archaeological excavations reveal settlement histories of the
sites in stratigraphic sequences. The remains belonging to the
earliest settlement are found in the lowest stratum or strata
while the most recent are found on the highest. This is why
more ancient settlements are uncovered when excavations go
deeper.

Oylum Hoyuk'tin konumu
The localisation of the Oylum Hoyik
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Oylum Héyik

Arastirma Tarihgesi

Kilis cevresinde yuritilen ilk arkeolojik arastirmalar, 1960’
yillarda Prof. Dr.Ulug Bahadir Alkim tarafindan gerceklestiriimistir.
Ulug Bahadir Alkim,

arastirma raporlarinda
Oylum  HoylKin  de
aralarinda bulundugu

Kilis  cevresindeki  bircok
hoylkten  bahsetmektedir.
Bunun ardindan, 1960l
yillarin sonlarinda, A. Archi, P
E.Pecorella ve M. Salviniden
olusan bir Italyan arastirma
ekibi, Gaziantep i sinirlan
icinde, daha c¢ok bdlgenin
tarihi  cografyasi  Uzerine
odaklanan  bir arastirma
gerceklestirmistin. -~ Oylum
Hoylk'ten bu calismada da
s6z edilmektedir.



Kazi alanindan goriiniim / A wiev from the excavation area

Research History

The first archaeological
surveys in and around Kilis
were carried out by Prof,
Dr. Ulug Bahadir Alkim in
the 1960's. In his survey
reports, Ulug Bahadir Alkim
mentions many mounds
around Kilis, including the
Oylum Hoéylk. Following
these, in the late 1960's an
[talian team consisting of A.
Archi, P E. Pecorella and M.
Salvini carried out research
within  the province of
Gaziantep, focusing mostly
on the historical geography
of the region. The Oylum
Hoylk is also mentioned in
their reports.
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Oylum Hoylk'te yapilan arkeolojik calismalar, Prof. Dr. Engin
Ozgen tarafindan 1987 ve 1988 yillarinda gerceklestirilen yiizey
arastirmasi ile baslamistir Kazi calismalar ise, kdylilerce toprak
alimi sonucu gerceklestirilen bilingsiz tahribati dnlemek ve Tung
Caglar'nda (MO 3000- 1 100/1000) bélgesel &neme sahip bir
kent merkezi olan Oylum Hylk'iin arastinlmasi ile bilinmeyen
gecmise 15k tutmak ve bdlge arkeolojisine katkilarda bulunmak
amaciyla 1989 yilinda gerceklestirilmistir.

Prof. Dr: Engin Ozgen baskanliginda T.C. Kiltir ve Turizm
Bakanlig ile Hacettepe Universitesi adina vyiritilen bu
calismalar, yerli ve yabanci arastirmacilanin katilimr ile gtinimuze
kadar devam etmistir.

Archaeological studies at the Oylum HG&ylk began with
the surface survey conducted by Prof. Dr. Engin Ozgen in the
years 1987 and 1988. Excavations were carried out in 1989,
with purposes of preventing unintentional destruction of the
area by peasants through digging and removal of soil from
the area; and shedding light on the unknown history of the
region through studies of the Oylum H&yik, which was an
important site during the Bronze Age (3000-1100/1000 BC),
thus contributing to regional archaeology.

These researches and studies performed on behalf of
Hacettepe University and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism
of the Turkish Republic have continued until today, with the
involvement of domestic and foreign researchers.
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Kazi Sonuglari

Oylum  Hoylk'deki  kazilar, hoylk
Uzerindeki bes farkli alanda ve batisindaki
tarlada yer alan “Mozaikli Bazilika" alaninda
strdUriimustdr. Elde edilen veriler, Oylum
Hoyik'te Geg Kalkolitik Cagdan (M.O.
3500-3000) baslayarak glnimize kadar
uzanan kesintisiz bir yerlesimin varligini ortaya
koymaktadir.

Gec Kalkolitik Cag (M.O. 3500 - 3000)

Ge¢ Kalkolitik Cag verlesim tabakalan, hoylgin toprak
alimi sonucu tahrip edilmis olan kuzeydogu ve giineybat
yamaglarinda tespit edilmistin Kuzeydogu yamacinda yapilan
calismalar sonucu, Mezopotamya ve Suriye'den taninan Geg
Uruk kdltGrinG yansitan yapi katlar gin 1sigina ¢ikartiimistir
Bu evreye ait ayni plani yansitan yapi birimleri uzun sdreli
kullanima isaret etmektedir Dikdértgen odali yapilar, moloz
taslarla olusturulmus temel Uzerine kerpicle insa edilmistir. Bu
dénemde, Oylum sakinleri dlen bebeklerini ¢dmlek kaplar igine
koyarak odalarin tabanlar altina gdmmdstir.
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M.O. 2. Bin Sur Duvari / 2nd Millennium city wall

Excavation Results

Excavations at the Oylum H&ylk have continued in five
different areas on the mound and also in the area named
“Mozaikli Bazilika" (Basilica Church with Mosaics), which is
located in the fields to the west of the Oylum Hoyuk. Data

acquired suggests the existence of continuous settlement in
the Oylum Hayiik region beginning from the Late Chalcolithic
Period (3500-3000 BC) until today.

ate Chalcolithic Period (3500 — 3000 BC)

Settlement strata dating back to the Late Chalcolithic Period
have been found on the northeast and southwest slopes of the
mound which were damaged through removal of soil from the
area.As a result of the work carried out on the northeast slope,
structure levels reflecting the Late Uruk culture recognized from
Mesopotamia and Syria have been unearthed. Structural units
reflecting the same plan pertaining to the same stage indicate
the existence of long term use. Structures with rectangular
rooms built with mud-bricks were erected on foundations
formed using rubble stones. During that period, inhabitants of
the Oylum H&ytk put their dead babies into earthenware pots
and buried them under the floors of the rooms.



Oylum Héyik

Hoylugin glineybati yamacinda yapilan kazilarda ise Kalkolitik
Cag'in Ubeyd kiltlr evresine ait kalintlar agiga cikartimistir
Bu dénemin, icinde ocak bulunan evleri, tek sira tas temel
Uzerine kerpicle insa edilmistin Coba tipi adi verilen, basit ve
kaba el yapimi kaseler oldukga yaygin kullaniimistin Daha geg
bir dénemde, bu alan bir mezarlik haline déndsmuUstir. S6z
konusu mezarlikta, bebek ve cocuklar genellikle ¢omlekler
icerisine vyerlestirilirken, yetiskinler basit toprak mezarlara
gdmUlmUstlr Bazi mezarlarda, olulerin bir tekstil Urlnlne
sanlarak gdmuldiklerini ortaya koyan izler belirflenmistir.

Erken Tung Gag (M.O. 3000 - 2000)

Hoylugin kuzeydogu kesiminde yuritllen calismalarda, Geg
Kalkolitik Cag'dan Erken Tun¢ Cagr'na (ETC) gecis evresine
tarihlenen bir yerlesim tabakasi ile daha stte, M.O. 3. binyilin
ikinci yarisina tarihlenen bir mezarlik alani agiga ¢ikartiimistir
Bakir ve kalay alasimi olan tuncun yaygin kullanidigi bu
dénemde, ozellikle Firat nehri ve cevresinde “badallum’ adi
verilen ve bdlgelerarasi ticaret
yapan sehir devletlerinin oldugu
bilinmektedir  S6z  konusu
dénemde, Oylum vyerlesmesi
de bu tiirde 6nemli bir merkez
olmalidir

Mezarlik alaninda yapilan
kazilar, ETC'nin 8l gdmme
gelenekleri ile ilgili  Snemli
bilgiler ~ ortaya  koymustur.
Mezarlikta basit toprak, ¢dmlek,
kip, tas sandik ve oda mezar
olmak Udzere 5 tir mezar
gorilmektedir. Ayrica, mezarlik
alaninin ortasinda, dizenlenen
ol gdbmme  tdrenlerinde
yiyecek sunusu yapmak amaciyla
kullaniimis  olmalan  gereken
kulibe tarzinda yapilmis kiglk
yapllar aciga cikartilmistin Mezarlara pismis toprak kaplar, tung
alet ve silahlar ile tas, kavki ve madenden Uretilmis cesitli sis
esyas! birakilmistin Mezarlarda, pismis toprak kaplar ve tungtan
sUs egsyalan ele gegmistin Mezar esyasi ile birlikte mezarlara
birakilan yiyecekler, bu dénemde yasayan Oylum sakinlerinin
oteki diinya inancina sahip oldugunu géstermektedir.

ETC oda mezan / EBA chamber tomb

ETC mutfak mekani / EBA kitchen
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In excavations performed on the southwest

slope of the Oylum Hoylk, remains pertaining

to the Ubaid culture phase of the Chalcolithic

Period have been discovered. The houses of

this period had their own hearths and were

built with mud-bricks on a single layer of stone

foundation. Simple and rough hand-made bowls

of Coba style were widely used. In a later period,
this area was converted into a
burial site. At this burial site, bodies
of babies and children were put in earthenware
pots whereas adults were simply buried in the
ground. In some graves, traces were found
indicating that the dead were wrapped in some
kind of textile product before they were buried.

Excavations on the northeast side of the
mound have unearthed a settlement stratum
dating back to the transition phase from the
Late Chalcolithic Period to the Early Bronze
Age (EBA), and above that, a burial site dating
back to the second half of the 3rd millennium
BC. It is known that there were city-states
called “badallum” engaged in interregional
trade, especially located on the banks and in
the vicinity of the Euphrates River, during this
period when bronze, an alloy of copper and
tin, was widely used. The Oylum settlement
also must have been an important centre of
this kind during the mentioned period.
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Excavations carried out in the burial site
have yielded important information concerning
the burial customs of the Early Bronze Age. The
five types of burials observed are: inhumation
in pits, cooking-pot burials, pithos Burials, cist
grave and chamber tomb. In addition, small,
hut-like structures in the centre of the burial
area associated with food offerings in burial
rituals have been brought to light. Ceramic
pots, bronze tools and weapons; and various
ornaments made from stones, shells and
metals were put into the graves. There are also
findings of food along with the aforementioned
materials found in burial grounds, which indicate
that the inhabitants of the Oylum settlement in
that period believed in the other world.



Oylum Héyik

Bitna'nin silindir mihri / The cylinder seal of Bitna

Orta Tung Gagi (MO 2000 - 1600)

Orta Tung Cagl (OTC) kalintilan, hoylgin kuzeydogu
yamaci ve kuzeybati yikseltisi (zerinde yapilan kazilarda tespit
edilmistin Kuzeydogu yamacindaki ETC mezarlig, OTC |
doneminde (M.O. 2000-1800) de kullanimaya devam etmistir.
ETC mezarlanna gére mezar esyasi bakimindan daha fakir olan
OTC mezarlan, basit toprak, kip ve oda mezarlardan olusur.
OTC Il déneminde (M.O. 1800-1600) ise bu alanda bir kismi
en az iki katli olan evlerden olusan bir yerlesme kurulmustur. Bu
yerlesim tabakasl, bir yangin tahribati ile son bulmustur

Kuzeybati ylkseltisi Uzerinde yapilan ¢alismalarda ise OTC
| dénemine ait, kerpi¢ bir teras ile desteklenmis, anitsal bir
kerpic yapinin bir mekani kismen agiga cikanlmistin  Yaklasik
[.5 m genisliginde olan ve 3 m yikseklige kadar korunmus
duvarlara sahip bu biytk yapinin dnemli bir idari bina oldugu
tahmin edilmektedir. Bir yangin tahribati ile yikilan yapinin
bulundugu alan, daha sonra bir stire ¢oplik olarak kullaniimistir
OTC Il déneminde ise Uzerine yeniden evler yapimistin Dar
sokaklar cevresinde ver alan OTC Il ddnemi evleri de yangin
gecirerek yikilmistir: Yenilenen ikinci yerlesim evresi de vyine bir
yanginla son bulmustur: Bu déneme ait bazi evlerin tabanlan
altinda, yapr adak esyasi olarak konulmus civi bicimli tung
heykelcikler bulunmustur. Evlerin tabanlan altina yerlestiriimis
olan ¢ok sayidaki basit toprak ve ¢cdmlek mezar, OTC | ddnemi
geleneginden farkli olarak, bu evrede ev icine ggmme adetinin
yayginlastigini géstermektedir. Oliler mezarlara yan olarak ve
bliztilmiis pozisyonda yatinlmistir: iclerine pismis toprak, fayans
ve mermer kaplar ile kemik, tas, kavki, tun¢ ve fritten (cam
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Middle Bronze Age (2000 — 1600 BC)

Remains from the Middle Bronze Age (MBA) were found
in the excavations carried out on the northeast slope and
the northwest elevation of the mound. The Early Bronze Age
cemetery on the northeast slope continued to be used also in
MBA | (2000-1800 BC).The MBA graves, which were poorer
than those of the EBA with respect to the things put into the
graves, consist of inhumation in pits, pot burials and chamber
tombs. In the MBA Il (1800 -1600 BC), a settlement partly
consisting of at least two-storey structures was set up in the
same area. This settlement stratum appears to have been
destroyed by a fire.

Excavations of the elevation to the northwest have
unearthed part of a monumental mud-brick structure
supported by a mud-brick terrace, dating back to MBA
| according to studies. This great structure with 1.5 m wide
and 3 m high fortified walls is assumed to be an important
administrative building. The site of this structure was used for
dumping waste for a while after being destroyed by a fire.
Then, during MBA II, houses were built again in the same area.
These MBA Il houses with narrow streets in between were
also destroyed by a big fire. Renewed houses of the second
settlement phase faced the same end.

Nail-shaped bronze statuettes used for the purpose of
votive offering to protect the building were found under some
of the houses built in that period. Numerous inhumation in pits
or pot burials under the floor level of houses suggests that,
unlike MBA |, house burials had become the custom in that
period. Bodies were placed in the graves in crouched position
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OTC evi ve cam atolyesi / The MBA house and glass workshop
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hamuru) yapiimis sUs esyasl ve yiyecek maddeleri birakiimistir.
Mezarlarda ele gecen karbonlasmis zeytin ve Uzim ¢ekirdekleri
ile bugday ve arpa taneleri, bugtin Kilis Ovasi'nda yetistirilen bu
drtnlerin koklt gecmisine 1sik tutmaktadir.

OTC Il dénemi yerlesmesinde, bir eve bitisik olarak
yapilmig iki bdlmeli bir atélyede, cam dretimi ile ilgili bulgular
elde edilmistir Bu atdlyede bulunan c¢ok sayidaki cam cirufu,
ogutme taslar ve ates yakma alanlan, dinyanin en eski cam
Uretim atolyelerinden birine isaret etmektedir.

Kuzeybati yikselti alaninda 2010 yilinda yapilan ¢alismalarda
ele gecen, OTC Il dénemine ait lapislazuli (lacivert tasi) bir
silindir mUhur Uzerindeki ¢ivi yazill metin, Oylum H&ydk'in
gecmisi ile ilgili oldukca onemli bir bilgi vermektedir Bitna
adinda kralin yardimcisi olan bir kisiye ait olan bu muhir, Oylum
Hoylk'in Tung Caglan'nda dnemli bir bolgesel merkez oldugu
ile ilgili distinceleri gliclendirmektedir.

Geg Tung Gagi (MO 1600 - 1200/1100)

Gec Tung Cagrna (GTC) ait mimari kalintlar, kuzeybat
ylkselti Uzerinde yapilan kazilarda tespit edilmistir. Bu dénem,
GTC I (M.O. 1600-1400) ve GTC Il (M.O. 1400-1200) olmak
Uzere iki yerlesim tabakasi ile temsil edilmektedin GTC |
déneminde, bir kismi avlulu olan kiglk boyutlu kerpic evler
gorllirken, GTC Il déneminde ahsap hatillanin kullanildig,
kalin kerpi¢ duvarlara sahip daha blytk boyutlu evler agiga

cikariimistir Karkamis krali Ini-Tesup’un mhrindn
basili oldugu bir bulla (Gzeri mUhdr basklr kil
topak), GTC Il dénemi tabakasinda ele
gecen en Onemli buluntudur. Oylum
Hoylk, Suriye'de yer alan dnemli birer
krallk olan Ugarit (Ras $Samra) ve
Emar (Meskene) disinda, Ini-Tesup'a
ait mihdr baskisinin ele gectigi Gglincd
merkezdir. Ini-Tesup, M.O. |3. ylzyilda,
yaklasik yanm asir boyunca Karkamis'ta
_krallk yapan ve Suriye bolgesini Hitit
Imparatoriugu adina kontrol altinda tutan
bir Hitit prensidir
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on their sides. Baked clay, ceramic or marble vessels; ornaments
made of bone, stone, shells, bronze and frit glass; and food
were also placed in the graves. Charred olive and grape pits
and wheat and barley grains shed light on the deep-rooted
history of these fruits and crops still being grown widely on
the Kilis Plain.

In the MBA Il period settlement, findings related to glass
making in a two-chambered workshop built adjacent to a
house were uncovered. Numerous hearths, slag, cinder, and
grinding stones show that the place was probably one of the
oldest glass-making workshops in the world.

The cuneiform inscription on a cylinder seal made of lapis
lazuli pertaining to the MBA II, which was found in 2010 in the
researches carried out on the northwest on the mound, gives
us very important information on the history of the Oylum
Hoylk. The seal belonging to a regent named Bitna supports
the idea that the Oylum H&ylk was an important regional
center during the Bronze Ages.

Architectural remains pertaining to the Late Bronze Age
(LBA) were identified during the excavations carried out on
northwest of the mound. This period is represented by two
settlement strata: one of LBA | (1600-1400 BC) and the other
of LBA Il (1400-1200 BC).The structures dating to the LBA |
period are small-sized mud-brick houses, some with courtyards;
and houses dating to the LBA Il period are bigger in size, with
thick mud walls and bond beams. The most important object
discovered in the level of LBA Il remains is a bulla (a lump
of clay molded around a cord and stamped with a seal) on
which the seal of Ini-Tesup, king of Carchemish, is impressed.
The Oylum Hoylk is the third centre where an impressed seal
belonging to Ini-Tesup was found, the other two being Ugarit-
Ras Shamra and Emar-Meskene, both of which were significant
kingdoms in Syria. Ini-Tesup was a Hittite Prince who ruled
as king of Carchemish for almost half a century and kept the
Syrian region under control on behalf of the Hittite Empire in

the |3th century BC.
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Oylum Héyik

Demir Cagi silindir mihri / Iron Age cylinder seal

Demir Gagi (MO 1200/1100 - 535)

Kuzeydogu yamaci ve kuzeybati yikseltisi (zerinde yapilan
calismalar, Demir Cag'nda Oylum Hoylk'in yogun bir
bicimde yerlesim gordiglini ortaya koymustur Bu déneme
ait tabakalarda, cakil doseli dar sokaklara agilan dikddrtgen
planli evler agiga ¢ikanimistin S6z konusu yapilarin pek ¢ogu,
icinde finnlar ya da tabana gémilmus biytk kiplerin yer
aldigi mekanlara sahiptirn Demir Cagl yerlesmelerinin hemen
hepsinde karsimiza ¢ikan, ¢dp cukurlan ve icleri sivali tahil
silolar da karakteristiktir:

Akamenid/Pers Devri (MO 535 - 330)

Kuzeybati yikseltisi Uzerinde yapilan calismalarda, Demir
Cagi tabakalannin Ustinde yer alan, Akamenit Devri'ne ait kotl
korunmus bir yerlesim tabakasi tespit edilmistir. Bu alanda tespit
edilen, kalin kerpi¢ duvarlara sahip buylk bir savunma yapisi,
daha sonra Roma Devri'nde yenilenerek yeniden kullanilmistir.
Akamenit Devri'ne ait, bir kismi kirmizi boyali, cok sayida pismis
toprak slvari heykelcigi bulunmustur.

Helenistik Donem (MO 330 - 30)

Kuzeybati ylkseltisi Uzerindeki calismalarda, Helenistik
Devir'e ait kalintilar da saptanmistin Bu ddneme ait yerlesim
tabakasinda, cok mekanli yapi birimleri goriilmektedin Demir
ok uglari, gimis ve bakir sikkeler; pismis toprak heykelcikler
Helenistik Dénem’e ait buluntular arasindadir.

Roma Devri (MO 30 - MS 395)

Kuzeybati yulkseltisi Uzerinde agiga ¢ikarilan en Usteki
yerlesim tabakasi Roma Devrine tarihlenmektedir Kismen
korunmus olan bu tabakada, dikdértgen planli firnli ev
kalintilar, 1.80 m genisliginde kalin kerpi¢ duvarlara sahip buyuk
bir savunma yapisi ve kerpi¢ bir teras ile temsil edilmektedir.
ik olarak Akamenit Devrinde insa edilen ve Roma Devrinde
yenilenerek kullaniimaya devam eden anitsal yapinin icinde,
M.O. 4. yiizylla ait Roma sikkeleri ele gecmistir:
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Iron Age (1200/1100 — 535 BC)

Archaeological studies performed on the northeast slope
and on the northwest mound have ascertained that the Oylum
Hoylk was densely settled during the Iron Age. In the strata
pertaining to the Iron Age, houses with rectangular plans
opening onto narrow streets of gravel have been discovered.
Most of these structures include spaces with hearths/ ovens or
storage pits where big jars are buried. Cesspits and storage pits
set into the floor used as grain silos are characteristics of the
Iron Age and found in almost all the settlements of that age.

Achaemenid/Persian Age (535 — 330 BC)

During the course of excavations
performed on the northwest mound,
a poorly protected settlement layer
dating to the Achaemenid Age was
discovered above those
of the Iron Age. A big
defensive structure
with thick walls made
of mud-bricks was
discovered in this area
and was determined
to have been renewed and  reused in the
Roman Period as well. A great number of baked
clay figurines of cavalry men, some painted
red, were found in the area, dating to the
Achaemenid Age.

Hellenistic Age (330 — 30 BC)

As a result of the studies performed
on the northwest mound, remains
pertaining to the Hellenistic Age were
identified as well. multi-chambered structural units have been
observed in the settlement layer of that period. Iron arrow
heads, silver and copper coins, and baked clay figurines are also
among the findings dating to the Hellenistic Age.

Roman Period (30 BC —395 AD).

The uppermost layer of settlement on the northwest of
the mound dates back to the Roman Period. The settlements
that used to exist in the times of this partially protected
stratum are represented by rectangular houses with ovens; a
large defensive structure with 1.8 m thick mud-brick walls; and
a mud-brick terrace. Roman coins dating to the 4th century
BC have also been found inside the monumental structure
which was first built in the Achaemenid Period, and renewed
for continued use in the Roman Period.

AnAQH wnko
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Bazilikanin mozaik taban désemesi/Mosaic floor of the basilica church

Ortacag (MS 4.YY - 15.YY)

Hoydgin gliney yikseltisi Uzerinde, kdy evlerinin hemen
kuzeyinde bulunan bir alanda yapilan kazilarda saptanan Bizans
Devrine ait Il basit toprak mezar, bu kesimin Ortacag'da
mezarlk olarak kullanildigini  gostermektedin. S6z  konusu
mezarlarda, olilerin kollarina takilmis cam bilezikler disinda bir
esya ele gecmemistin

Oylum Hoyuk'ln yaklasik 600 m gilineybatisinda, Akpinar
Nehri'nin bati yakasindaki bir tarlada yer alan, Bizans Devri'ne ait
mozaikli bir bazilikanin kagak kazilarla tahrip edilmeye baslamasi
nedeniyle, bu kesimde de bir calisma alani olusturulmustur.
3 sezon siren calismalar sonucu agiga cikarlan yapi, 39.70 x
21.10 m boyutlarindadir M.S. 6. yUzylla tarihlenen bu bazilika,
iki sira stunla Ug nefe aynlmistinYapiya giris, batida bulunan bir
avlu ile baglantil, orta nefe agilan iki ana kapi ile saglanmistir.

Bazilika’'nin tabani, kirmizi, siyah, gri, beyaz ve sari renklerde,
kesisen daireler; baklava dilimi, kare, zik zak, yaprak ve Malta hagi
gibi geometrik ve bitkisel motifli mozaiklerle kaplidin Mozaikli
taban, daha ¢ok yapinin bati yarisinda korunmustur. Bazilika'nin
kuzeydogu boliminde, kuzey nef icinde Grekge yazilmis bir
mozaik kitabe de yer almakta, bu yazitta“Aidesim, Alassios’lu
adam; O, kendisinin, Ulkesinin ve cocuklarinin kurtulusu icin”
ibaresi okunmaktadir:

Mozaikli Bazilika, yapildiktan bir stire sonra onarim gegirerek
yenilenmis ve bundan sonra da uzun bir stre kullanimaya
devam etmistir Yapilan kazi ¢alismalan, yapinin bir deprem
sonucu yikildigini ortaya koymaktadir Ancak, insanlar yasanan
bu felaketten sonra da ayni bolgede yasamaya devam etmistir.
S6z konusu alanda, bazilikanin yikilmasindan sonra kurulmus iki
evreli bir Ortagag yerlesmesi tespit edilmistir.

Ustli gecici olarak kapatilarak koruma attina alinan Mozaikli
Bazilika'nin, kisa bir stire sonra agik hava mizesi haline getiriimesi
ve kiltlrel bir deger olarak bdlge turizmine kazandirilimasi
planlanmaktadir.
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The Medieval Period (4th Century — |5th Century AD)

I'l simple ground graves pertaining to the Byzantine Age
unearthed through excavations performed in an area just to
the north of the village houses on the southern elevation of
the Oylum Hoylk, show that the area had been used as a
cemetery in the Medieval Period. No objects except the glass
bracelets on the wrists of the buried bodies have been found
in the excavations in the mentioned cemetery site.

Another excavation site was approximately 600 meters to
the south of the Oylum H&yik, in a field on the west bank of
the Akpinar River; in the area where a Byzantine basilica church
with mosaics was damaged through unauthorized diggings.
The structure unearthed after 3 seasons of work in the site
has a size of 39.70 to 21.10 meters. This church dating to the
6th century AD is divided into three naves with two rows of
columns. There are two main gates which provide entrance to
the central nave, connected to a courtyard located in the west.

The floor of the church features mosaics with geometrical or
botanical motifs such as intersecting circles, diamonds, squares,
zigzags, leaves and the Maltese cross; in red, black, gray, white
and yellow.The mosaic floor has remained in a better condition
in the western part of the structure. In the northeast section
of the church, inside the northern nave, there is an epigraph in
Ancient Greek, reading,"Aidesim, man from Alassios; he, for the
salvation of himself, his country and his children”.

The Church with Mosaics underwent renovation shortly
after being built, and continued to be used long afterwards.
Excavations and studies have shown that the structure was
seriously damaged by an earthquake. However, people
continued to live in the region after the disaster: A two-staged
medieval settlement has been determined to have been built
there after the destruction of the church.

The Church with Mosaics has been temporarily covered
and put under protection; it is planned to be converted into an
open-air museum as a cultural asset for tourism in the region
in the near future.
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